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Rotary's Ambassadorial Scholarship Program:  World's 

Largest Privately Funded International Study Scholarship 

Provides $83,000 for 2009-2010 Studies 
  

Clubs in District 5870 submitted a total of 15 applications from young 
academics desiring an Ambassadorial Scholarship available for studies during 
academic year 2009-10.  Members of the District Ambassadorial Scholarship 
Sub-committee interviewed all 15 applicants on Saturday, August 23, and 
endorsed a total of four scholars.  For 2009-10 Distirct 5870 had 3 
Ambassadorial Scholarships valued at $24,000 each ($72,000) and 1 
Ambassadorial Cultural Scholarship (3-months) valued at $11,000.   
  

Ashley Fay Hermes, sponsored by the Rotary Club of Yoakum, is a 
student at Texas A&M University.  She desires to study 
International Public Health or Public Health Promotion at any of five 
institutions (this is Rotary's requirement that all applicants must 
select this many colleges and/or universities around the world) 
scattered between Hong Kong, South Africa, or Australia.  The 
Rotary Foundation, once granting an applicant a scholarship, picks 
the institutions which the scholar will attend (from the five the applicant listed). 

  

Sarah Aileen Kelly, sponsored by the Rotary Club of Austin, is a 
student at the University of Texas at Austin.  She proposes to study 
International Relations and Cultural Studies (History) at 
an institution in either Chile, Spain, or Argentina.   
  

John David Nehme, sponsored by the Rotary Club of 
Georgetown, is a student at Vanderbilt University in 

Nashville.   He plans to study Public Policy at an institution in 

either Australia, England, South Africa, or Scotland. 
  

All of these, Hermes, Kelly, and Nehme, will, when approved by 
the Foundation in December, have a one-year scholarship to study 
abroad.  While abroad, Rotary's expectation is that they will perform a dual role: 
Scholar and Ambassador of Good Will.  Each of these roles carries equal 
weight in evaluating candidates. 

  

Sonia Sarkar, sponsored by the Rotary Club of Northwest 
Austin, is a student at the Johns Hopkins University in 
Baltimore.  The District Scholarship Sub-committee endorsed 
her for a 3-month Cultural Scholarship.  This scholarship is too 
brief to permit a semester's study abroad, rather, its purpose is 
to allow a recipient to be immersed in another culture for a 
specified lenght of time.  Sarkar proposes immersion in a 

Spanish culture and she requests having this extraordinary experience in either 
Costa Rica, Spain, or Venezuela. 
  

District 5870 has a sterling group of young scholars looking forward eagerly to 
studying abroad in 2009-10.  This experience will, beyond a doubt, change 
these young lives.  It is thrilling to be a part of this program. 
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Rotarians, 
 

As we continue to have hurricanes and natural disasters in Texas, 
many Rotarians want to help and are looking for an avenue of ser-
vice.  I believe that first you take care of your own community 
by  working  with your local volunteer organizations.  However when 
the need arises in an area outside your community, there often is a 
desire to help, but no way to channel donations and/or assistance. 
  

I have appointed Fred Hansen to be the District Chair of Disaster Relief Readiness.  He rec-
ommends, and I agree, that we will first encourage Rotarians in our district to make donations 
to the District 5870 Keyway, Inc, a 501(c)(3) organization.  An account will be set up to gather 
funds.  Requests for need will be channeled first to Fred and his committee.   He will review 
and assess the need, and then make a request to the directors of the Keyway, Inc. There are 
three voting members on the Keyway, Inc. board (current PDG, DG, and DGE).  They will then 
decide if the request is appropriate and if funds are available.  
  

Fred and his committee will then develop ways to notify the Rotarians in our district of this 
avenue of assistance.  It is my hope that they will then develop educational programs to show 
Rotarians how to prepare for a disaster, if possible how to avoid one, and how to assist others. 
  

If you are interested in helping in this effort, please contact Fred Hansen, 5816 Trailridge 
Drive, Austin, Texas 78731, fredhansen@hotmail.com, 1-512-659-6019. 
If you want to make a donation, please write the check to the District 5870 Keyway, Inc, and 
mail to the Treasurer PDG Bill Bradfield, P.O. Box 86, Shiner, TX 77984. 
  

Thank you for your service to Rotary. 
  

Ronney 
  

Ronald H. Reynolds 

2008-2009 Governor 
Rotary District 5870 
  

6836 Austin Center Blvd., Suite 250 

Austin, Texas 78731-3101 

512 206 3141 

512 206 3116 (fax) 

mailto:fredhansen@hotmail.com
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D5870 Welcomes  New Members 

Cedar Park Tony Previti               

LaGrange Ronnie Keith             

LaGrange Johnny Oviedo          

Austin Cosmopolitan Lindsey Drews          

Salado Bobbie Reihsen        

Marble Falls Linda Gutierrez         

Lakeline Barbara Shaffer         

Waco Aaron Thompson       

Killeen Heights John Corsi                 

Killeen Heights Michael Pearce          

Killeen Heights Maureen Adams        

East Austin Betty Jean Bell          

Georgetown Sun City Sherb Smiddy           

Austin Chris Lacey                

Austin Trace Hight               

Corsicana John Teel                   

Yoakum John Muro                 

South Austin Dian Darby 

Find this emblem at 

www.rotary.org to see RIôs 

newest membership video 
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NAVARRO COUNTY ROTARY CLUB  
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Come join the Rotary Club of Bastrop County for their Road Rally.  Every-

one is invited to participate in this yearôs Road Rally on Sunday, November 9, 

2008.  The Rally begins at the Hyatt Lost Pines Resort and Spa and ends in Historic 

Downtown Bastrop.  The Hyatt will have special rates for participants at breakfast.  

Restaurants in Bastrop will be opened for lunch.  There will also be prizes, tro-

phies, and T-Shirts for participants. 

 Road Rally will be held in conjunction with Bastropôs Veteranôs Day Cele-

bration which begins on Saturday, November 8 with food, vendors, and  

music, Pine Street Market Days, Downtown Business Alliance Market, and an An-

tique Car Show by the Bastrop Area Cruisers. 

 The Road Rally is a treasure hunt on wheels.  Road Rally participants will 

receive a ñrouteò outline in order to solve clues along the way.  It is not a race.  

Any car, van, motorcycle, or truck can enter.   

winners are determined by answers to the clues.   

Come spend a few hours teaming with friends or family for a good cause 

which will benefit the Rotary Club of Bastrop Countyôs special  projects, such as 

scholarships for high school seniors, Rotary Youth Leadership Awards, Youth Ex-

change Students, Group Study Exchanges, and much more.  

 Entrance fee is $70 per car for two-person teams, plus $25 for each  

additional member. 

 To register or for more information contact the Bastrop Chamber of Com-

merce, 303-0558. 

AIR FORCE OFFICER INDUCTION CEREMONY FOR 
MARBLE FALLS ROTARY CLUB MEMBER  

DR. STEVE HERNANDEZ 
A unique and moving swearing-in took place at the Thurs-

day, August 28 luncheon of the Rotary Club of Marble Falls. 
Club member and local pediatric dentist Dr. Steve Hernan-

dez was sworn in as a Captain in the United States Air Force Re-
serve Dental Corps by fellow Rotarian and retired US Navy officer 
Herb Lewis. 

The motivation for the 37 year old medical professional was, 
in his words, public service and to fulfill his duty to his country that 
he has felt very strongly about.   

Steve is married to fellow pediatric dentist Angie and they 
have 4 young children with a 5th expected later this year. 

The good doctor and his wife have also been very generous 
with their time and resources in helping implement the Mission of 
Mercy Project of two years ago for one week-end, providing quality 
dental care to needy hill country families.  A significant follow-up to 
this project that they also are helping get off the ground is a perma-
nent dental facility to be located on the grounds of the First Baptist 
Church, Marble Falls, to provide, with other area dentists, continu-
ing dental care services to additional area families who are unable 
to afford such treatments. 
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Dear Friends, 

 Fall in Northwest Austin means it's time to order fresh picked Rio Grande Valley oranges and grape-
fruit from your friendly Northwest Austin Rotarian; namely, me! Not only will your palate and stomach 
enjoy this fresh fruit, but your heart will be warmed by knowing that your purchase helps support our 
many projects. Some of our recent projects have assisted the building of libraries in Uganda, a water 
well in a Mexican village, a Victory Garden at Jollyville Elementary School, scholarships for local 
high school graduates, recognition for excellence by area teachers and paraprofessionals, the eradi-
cation of polio, and many more. 

 We will be taking orders until Friday, December 5. The fruit will be picked and packed on December 
8-10, and delivered to us on December 11. You can either pick it up at our distribution point (near 
Balcones Country Club), or I'll be glad to deliver it that weekend. 

 The fruit comes in 20 pound and 40 pound boxes, either oranges or grapefruit. Or if you'd like a 
mixed box, we'll be happy to do that for you, too. Everyone wants to know how many oranges or 
grapefruit are in each box. Well, it depends! The size of each fruit varies, and so, too, does the num-
ber in a box! If you don't like fruit, you can make a donation, or you can order some boxes and we 
will deliver them to Hill Country Ministries for distribution. Also, boxes of fruit make great gifts for 
family, friends and business associates. 

 Our price is the same as last year: 

 20 pound box $25.00 

 40 pound box $30.00 

 To order, just print this email, complete the form below and mail it to me with your check. Or email 
the information to me, and mail or hand me your check. 

 Make checks payable to: Northwest Austin Rotary 

 Oranges: ____ small boxes @ $25  ____ large boxes @ $30 

 Grapefruit: ____ small boxes @ $25  ____ large boxes @ $30 

 Mixed:____ small boxes @ $25  ____ large boxes @ $30 

 Name:_______________________________________ 

 Address (for delivery):___________________________________ 

 Town and Zip: _______________________________ 

 Phones: ____________________________________ 

 Thanks for your continued support of Northwest Austin Rotary and its programs. 

 Tim Buckley  
10404 Spicewood Pkwy. 

Austin, TX 78750 
(H) 512-250-5276 
(O) 512-339-9297 

(C) 512-825-1316  



Blinn College names Hall of Honor inductees 

Somerville Rotarian Selected                                               

 

 .  
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Don Strickland , is a 1947 graduate of Blinn College, the former mayor of 

Somerville, and the current Ex -Students Association president. His career as a 

successful businessman includes real estate, banking, and former ownership of 

Strickland Funeral Homes. He has served as the President of Blinnôs Ex-Students 

Association for four years.  

Other Hall of Honor inductees are Employees Retirement System of Texas Admin-

istrator Ann Fuelberg, former Washington County Commissioner Gilbert Janner 

(also a Somerville High School graduate), pharmacist and current Blinn College 

Board of Trustees President Atwood Kenjura, and the Honorable Julian E. Weisler 

II, a former Blinn College Trustee and current Brenham Municipal Court Judge.  

Stricklandôs fond memories of Blinn College include playing on the menôs basket-

ball team, working for former registrar Henry Boehm Sr. as a student worker, and driving students to 

Blinn College in a school station wagon.   Strickland also attended Sam Houston State University earning 

bachelorôs and masterôs degrees. He also attended graduate school at the University of Houston.  His ca-

reer began as a schoolteacher in 1948 and he became an administrator in 1949.   Strickland eventually 

left teaching to pursue his business interests.   Stricklandôs wife of 59 years is retired schoolteacher Jo 

Denham Strickland, and both remain close to education with Strickland serving as an Officer and Board 

Member of Region VI Education Service Center in Huntsville.  

Other interests include Stricklandôs service as a Board Member and former Chairman of the Brazos Valley 

Council of Governments, Chairman of the Gulf Coast Trades Center, and Chairman of the Brazos Valley 

Health Partnership. He served as President of the Liberty Chamber of Commerce, and Chairman of the 

Liberty -Neches Council of Boy Scouts of America.  Strickland is past Chairman of Methodist Retirement 

Services and past conference Lay Leader of the Texas Annual Conference. He presently serves as Chair-

man of the Methodist Childrenôs Home, Trustee of Philander Smith College, and Trustee of Lakeview 

Methodist Assembly.  

In 2008, the Stricklands graciously donated a gift shop to the Lakeview Methodist Conference Center 

near Palestine.   The building houses Mrs. Stricklandôs twenty-year collection of Department 56 Dickens 

Village Series also donated by the Stricklands.   The collection of over 3,000 pieces is on permanent dis-

play in the gift shop.  

Don Stricklandôs proudest accomplishment is his service to Rotary International. During his more than 50 

years of participation, he has been President of three local clubs, District Governor (1967 -1968), Director 

of Rotary International (1973 -1975), and Vice -President of Rotary International (1974 -1975).   Strickland 

was Chairman of Rotaryôs 75th  anniversary convention, and he has appeared twice on the cover of Ro-

taryôs worldwide magazine The Rotarian .   He was also National Coordinator for Polio Plus (1985 -1988), 

and Moderator of the 1988 International Assembly.   His perfect attendance record dates back to 1952 

and his influences have been felt by Rotarians worldwide.  

Strickland is a dedicated and active supporter of Blinn College. Through civic pride, he has touched the 

lives of many, not only in Liberty and Somerville, but worldwide.   He is delighted to share his experiences 

that grew from his ñService Above Self.ò 

Don Strickland will be inducted into the Blinn College Hall of Honor at the annual luncheon on October 

18, 2008, during Blinnôs Homecoming weekend.  Other activities for the weekend include an antique car 

show, a parade, and the football game featuring the #1 ranked Blinn Buccaneers at 3:00 p.m.   Tickets 

for the Hall of Honor luncheon are $15 and available through the Somerville Rotary Club.  
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Rotary's Ambassadorial Scholarship Programé from page 1 
Each club in District 5870 is able to participate in this program.  DG Reynolds encourages each club to become involved 
in this program, the "crown jewel" in the Rotary Foundation, as some faithful supporters term it.  Here is a brief time out-
line for clubs: 
  

January - May    Recruit candidates, conduct interviews, and endorse applicant(s).  Each club may endorse as many 
applicants as there are scholarships available (by classification).  If the district has 3 Ambassadorial Scholarships, a club 
may endorse 3 applicants.  If the district has 2 Cultural Ambassadorial Scholarships, a club may endorse 2 applicants. 
  

July 1 Clubs MUST have applications to the chairman of the District Scholarship Sub-committee. 
  

Late August  The District Scholarship Sub-committee conducts interviews with all applicants. 
  

October 1  The district must submit its endorsed applications to the Rotary Foundation. 
  

Early December  The Rotary Foundation notifies applicants of appointment and the country in which the applicant will 
study (Ambassadorial Scholarship) or be immersed in a foreign culture (Cultural Scholarship). 
  

August/September 2009  Applicant's scholarship begins. 
  

This format is the same year after year.  There is no anticipation of any change.  We have followed this pattern 

for years  

THE ROTARY CLUB OF AUSTIN PROUDLY ANNOUNCES 27TH ANNUAL CAMP ENTERPRISE 

Who:  Camp Enterprise is an annual opportunity for high school juniors to experience the free enterprise 

system and to explore the world of business.  Itôs is designed for young people guided by enthusiastic 

and qualified adult facilitators where participants experience an intensive and fast-paced immersion 

into the world of business.  The Camp is also a fabulous opportunity to practice team building skills, 

collaborative problem solving, and to meet fellow students in Central Texas with the same interests. 

When: Friday morning February 20, to Sunday afternoon February 22, 2009 

Where: Camp Enterprise will be held at Camp Lone Star in La Grange, TX, 

www.LOMT.com  

Logistics: High school counselors nominate students for interviews which are 

conducted by members of the local Rotary Club.  The interviews take 

place in the late fall of 2008 at  the high schools.  On February 20, 

participants will rally at an Austin location to board busses to Camp Lone Star in La Grange or, if 

closer, can meet us at Camp Lone Star at noon.  Participants will return to Austin via bus on Sunday 

afternoon February 22 or can  head directly home if they are closer.  The local Rotary Club should 

coordinate the transportation of a sponsored student to Camp Enterprise if going with the group 

through Austin is an inconvenience.  All Camp Enterprise activities are supervised by adults. 

 Tuition for students sponsored by District 5870 Rotary Clubs is $395 per student payable to the Ro-

tary Club of Austin. 

What to do: Identify students you believe would be good candidates for Camp Enterprise.   We anticipate inter-

viewing students beginning in mid-November and completing interviews by the first week of Decem-

ber 2008. 

Questions: Contact Bryan Gentsch, 2009 Camp Enterprise Committee Chair, at 512-458-8991 or 512-413-9766, 

bryangentsch@yahoo.com, or your regular Rotary Club of Austin Camp Enterprise contact. 
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Another Dream Made True by RYLA and RC Bastrop  
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